How is History Made?


Name_______________

Essential question: How do we know what happened in the past? Why is it important? 

· History never looks like history when you are living through it.  ~John W. Gardner 

· The past is really almost as much a work of the imagination as the future.  ~Jessamyn West

· History is written by the winners.  ~Alex Haley

· History is herstory, too.  ~Author Unknown

1. What do the above quotes say about interpreting the past?

Historical Method: How do we know what happened?

2. Human sources may be _________________such as a fingerprint; or narratives such as a statement or a _____________. Relics are more ________________ sources than narratives. Any given source may be _________________or fake. Where does the evidence come from? 
3. Sources that describe ____________________ events are better than sources that describe events that are not recent. A ________________ source is more reliable than a ___________________source. A primary source is  from someone who ________________or experienced the event.
4. The _____________ independent sources describing an event, the more believable or _______________ it is. Is the source _________________. Does the source want to tell the ________________? Does the source have a _____________________ not to tell the truth?.

Types of History

5. Political/Diplomatic History -  focuses on politics, rulers and international relations. Give an example of a political/diplomatic history: 

6. Military History - concerns warfare, strategies, battles, weapons, and the psychology of combat. Give an example of a military history:

7. Cultural History - Focuses on popular cultural traditions and cultural interpretations of historical experience. Give an example of a cultural history: 

8. Social History - includes history of ordinary people and their strategies of coping with life. Give an example of a social history:

9. Economic History - Includes business history, financial history and overlaps with areas of social history such as demographic history and labor history. Give an example of an economic history: 

10. Environmental History - Looks at the history of the environment, and the impact of human activities upon it. Give an example of an environmental history: 

11. Gender History - looks at the past from the perspective of gender. Give an example of a gender history: 

12. Political correctness. In many countries history _______________ have been ______________ to put the national story in a more _________________ light. The practice of viewing the world from a ______________________ perspective.  This______________, either consciously or subconsciously, that European culture is __________________.
Analysis: Why do we need unbiased history?
A nation that forgets its past can function no better than an individual with amnesia.  ~David McCullough 

History is who we are and why we are the way we are.  ~David McCullough 

1. What must be done to have an accurate, fair and unbiased history? Write your idea and give several examples or reasons. Use the notes you took if you want. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
